
Parami University of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
An initiative to cultivate critical thinking, inspired leadership and compassionate service!!
INCEPTION  

With the vision to create powerful agents of change from all walks of life, a group of young Myanmar 
professionals with experience in liberal education is planning to establish a private not-for-profit four-year 
residential university in Myanmar.  

Myanmar needs new generations of critical thinkers and exemplary leaders, who can communicate 
effectively, act responsibly, and make 
positive impacts.  Education is the key to 
cultivating these future leaders.  

Since 2003, the Pre-Collegiate Program 
of Yangon (PCP) has been providing 
liberal education to Myanmar high school 
graduates.  Through intensive discussion-
based interdisciplinary learning and 
volunteering, PCP has cultivated critical 
thinking and civic engagement in 
generations of youth.  Many graduates 
currently hold leadership positions in the 
private and public sectors in Myanmar 
after further pursuing university education 
abroad.  

Expanding the mission of PCP, these graduates are now seeking to establish a liberal arts and sciences 
university in Myanmar to provide a home-grown international standard liberal education that is accessible to 
accomplished Myanmar youths from diverse backgrounds.  

A WORLD CLASS EDUCATION RIGHT AT HOME 

Waves of Myanmar youth have left the country to 
pursue better education abroad over the past 
decades.  This exodus has sapped Myanmar of many 
of its promising young people who stay abroad and 
assume new cultural, national, and social identities 
while losing connection to their home country.  
Furthermore, millions of dollars in tuition revenues that 
might have supported our country’s development are 
being spent overseas.  

Addressing the current outflow of Myanmar citizens 
from the country is the first step in ameliorating the 
brain drain.  Deep cultural understanding will be 
critical in tackling the challenges that Myanmar is 
facing now.  We aim to provide a world-class tertiary 
education institution that can not only retain our bright 
high school graduates in the country but also 
transform them into socially- and culturally-rooted 
global citizens.  

LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES EDUCATION 

With Myanmar opening up, there have been many 
education initiatives in both private and public 
sectors.  There are now several vocational 
institutions and many new professional schools 
offering business, management, and medicine 
degrees.  There are high hopes for rejuvenating 
public universities that will provide focused studies  
in specific subject areas.  What is lacking, however, 
is an institution designed to provide a broad 
education in the liberal arts and sciences.  The 
complex and dynamic nature of the 21st century 
workplace demands skills such as critical thinking, 
effective communications, interdisciplinary analysis, 
and clear writing.  Liberal education nurtures well-
rounded individuals empowered with these skills by 
adopting a critical approach and interdisciplinary 
learning in the fields of sciences, social sciences, 
the arts and humanities. 

!

Our mission is to cultivate the future 
leaders of our nation and the world by 

nurturing critical thinking, inspired 
leadership, and compassionate 

service, and by fostering rigor, clarity, 
understanding, generosity and grace 
in all our work and communication. 
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THE FUTURE WITH PARAMI 

The tight personal bonds among students, faculty, and 
staff that are a hallmark of residential living will be fundamental to fostering mutual understanding and lasting 
friendship among Parami University’s students and, thus, our nation’s future leaders. 

We strive to instill the love of learning and a deep sense of values in Parami University students.  We believe 
that our graduates will be endowed with the capacity to become agents of change in any field of endeavor 
that they choose to pursue.  

Ultimately, it is our belief that our graduates will be uniquely prepared to assume leadership positions in 
government, business, academia, and civil society in the local and international community, thereby 
strengthening Myanmar and its contributions to the world. 

FAST FACTS!!
NOT-FOR-PROFIT LIBERAL ARTS 
AND SCIENCES 4 YEARS!
RESIDENTIAL!
! ! !
! ! !! ! !
! ! 600 Student Body! !! ! from all states, regions and major 
! ! ethnic groups !!
! ! !
! ! !

! ! 70% of Students !
! ! Full !and Partial !
! ! Scholarships!
! !  !!
!              Student-to-Faculty !

 12:1 Ratio!
! ! !
! ! 12 Majors!
!       Biology | Chemistry | Physics |     
!             Mathematics | Computer Science |
!             Economics | History | Politics | !
!             Psychology | Environmental !
!             Studies | Philosophy | Literature !

PARAMI UNIVERSITY OF LIBERAL ARTS AND 
SCIENCES 

Planned to open in 2018, PARAMI UNIVERSITY 
initially aims to maintain a body of 600 students, 
with 150–160 students being admitted in each of 
the first four cohorts.  

In the spirit of the university’s liberal arts and 
sciences mission, students will take courses in the 
physical, biological and social sciences, as well as 
the arts and humanities.  All students in their first 
and second years will be required to follow a 
common curriculum designed to nurture their 
critical thinking and reasoning, after which they will 
specialize.  Students will be awarded a Bachelor 
degree (B.A./B.S.) with concentrations of their 
choice.   

The student-to-teacher ratio will be approximately 
12:1, in line with the general liberal arts and 
sciences mission to foster a personalized 
education.   

To ensure academic excellence, Centre College, a 
leading, liberal arts college in Danville, Kentucky, 
USA, will help facilitate recruitment of Ph.D. holders 
from internationally recognized universities.  They 
will undergo initial training to meet the required 
academic expectation and to familiarize to Myanmar 
cultural and national values.  

Finally, it is of paramount importance to us that we 
create a dynamic campus environment that reflects 
the wonderful diversity of our nation.  It is our 
intention, then, to actively recruit an economically 
and ethnically diverse student body by offering full 
and partial scholarships for candidates with 
financial need.   


